
verb dictionary; a copy of 

Cambridge Pressôs ñTest 

Your Vocabulary in Useò.  

To participate in this 

raffle, be sure to stop by 

the English Program 

office (room 112) by 

19:30 on Tuesday,    

December 23rd, or call 

for information about    

paying by bank transfer.  

Good luck! 

The English Program of the 

International Institute is hap-

py to announce that it is cu-

rrently holding an end-of-the-

trimester raffle for all 

returning English Pro-

gram students registering 

for the winter trimester 

before the 24th of       

December.  

Returning students parti-

cipating in this drawing 

have the chance to win 

the top prize of a free 

trimester of classes for 

Spring 2009. Other winners 

will receive the following 

consolation prizes: a phrasal 

 Free Spring Trimester for One Lucky EP Student!  

Kidsô Club Students Celebrate Halloween 

Introducing some of the youngest 

members of the IIE English Pro-

gram communityðthe members of 

ñKidsô Clubò, a bi-cultural group of 

children who all have one thing in 

common: one Spanish parent and 

one American. 

Kidsô Club meets once a week 

(Mondays) and one Saturday per 

month. This fall theyôve celebrated 

Halloween, Thanksgiving, and 

Christmas. Check them out in their 

Halloween costumes in the photo 

on the right. 

English Program 

I nternational I nstitute in Spain 

The Program  
The Newsletter of the IIE EP  

The International Institute in 

Spain, c/Miguel Ángel, 8  

Contenido:  

  

Proficiency+    
Celebrates...  

2 

From the Shelves 
of the IIE Library  

2 

Tips to Maintain 
Your Level  

2 

Special Course 
Offerings  

3 

Faculty Focus  3 

Holiday Trivia  3 

December 2008  Volume 1, nº1  

Special Points of 

Interest:  

¶ Find out how to (re)

join us next trimes-

ter.  

¶ Learn more about 

our numerous libra-

ry holdings.  

¶ Discover the new 

clases being offered 

next trimester.  

 



The television program, Nort-

hern Exposure, is part of the 

regular fare in the Proficiency 

Plus class, held on Friday 

nights, 17:00-20:00. Northern 

Exposureôs Christmas episode 

revolves around a moving Nati-

ve American story that Mari-

lyn, one of the characters on 

the show, relates. Here is the 

tale paraphrased loosely:  

A long time ago, the Raven 

looked down from the sky and 

saw that the people of the 

world were living in darkness. 

The light, which had been 

gathered into a ball, was kept 

hidden by a selfish old chief. 

So the Raven turned himself 

into a spruce needle and floa-

ted on the river where the 

chiefõs daughter drew water. 

She drank the spruce needle, 

became pregnant, and gave 

birth to a boy, which was the 

Raven in disguise. The baby 

cried and cried until the chief 

gave him the ball of light to 

play with. As soon as he had 

the light, the Raven turned 

back into himself and carried 

the light into the sky. From 

then on, we have no longer 

lived in darkness.  

www.npr.org.  

¶ Film/TV  

With or without English subtitles, DVDs are 

great for improving your listening skills. 

(Re)watch your favorite American shows or 

films, but in V.O. rather than dubbed! 

¶ Review class notes  

¶ Internet  

Those of you studying from World-

Link, in particular, have a ready-made 

resource in http://

worldlink.heinle.com, but thereôs also 

YouTube, www.cnn.com, 

www.manythings.org, and (for those 

looking for a real challenge), 

Pull out all of those notes you spent all trimes-

ter scribbling down! Make flashcards for your 

new vocabulary words; review while standing 

in all of those holiday-shopping lines. 

¶ Read, read, read!  

Books, newspaper, magazines, and online arti-

clesðanything and everything is up for grabs, but 

read, read, READ! 

Proficiency Plus  Celebrates a Native American ñChristmasò  

Tips for maintaining your level over the holiday break  

ned knees, will shout at you 
as the Angel Gabriel, in her 
tough-guy voice (that warns 
more than it announces), 
ñHey! Unto you a child is 
born!ò 
 
ñYes, Virginia, There is a 
Santa Clausò (article)  
Not exactly a library holding, 
but ...itôs short. Itôs also one 
of the best-known expres-
sions of the ideals of the 
Christmas season. (You can 
ñGoogleò it. ) It remains a 
classic: an editorôs answer to 
a letter written by an 8-year-
old girl to a New York news-
paper. It has become the sin-
gle-most reproduced edito-
rial in history.  
 
Carmenôs Picks: 
If youôre getting tired of cat-
ching yourself singing Christ-
mas carols under your breath 
while waiting in mile-long 
lines, relax at home with one 
or more of the following:   
 
Ice Age (DVD)  
Not exactly a holiday-themed 
movie, perhaps, but the story 
of how members of three dif-

ferent species (with very 
different personalities)   
learn what it means to be a 
ñherdòðwhile working    
together to return an orp-
hanð is a message to be 
enjoyed all year around.  
 
ñChristmas at the New 
Yorkerò (book) 
Just what youôd expect 
from the folks at the New 
Yorker: plenty of high-brow  
short fiction, humor, poe-
try, and art, this time aimed 
at those celebrating the best 
of the season. 
 
ñEmmet Otterôs Jug-
Band Christmasò (DVD)  
One of my earliest (and fa-
vorite) holiday memories is 
watching Emmet Otter and 
his ñMaò choose to give of 
(and even, 
give up) 
the best of 
themselves 
to make 
each 
otherôs 
Christmas 
dreams    
come true.   

From the Shelves of the Instituteôs Library... 

The English Programôs co-
directors share some sugges-
tions regarding materials 
from the IIE library...  
 
Maryôs Picks: 
Feeling a bit like Scrooge? 
Need to find the meaning of 
Christmas? Here are three 
suggestions: 
 
Love, Actually (DVD)
Schmaltzy, perhaps, but love, 
actually, is what Christmas is 
all about. This film, though, 
wonôt make you squirm with 
embarrassment. No crusty 
sugar coating here. Even the 
hardened cynic will find rea-
son to laugh and sigh. Donôt 
miss the deleted scenes, espe-
cially the ones involving ñBad 
Bernieò and his headmistress. 

 
The Best Christmas Page-
ant Ever (book) 
Youôll find this slim volume in 
the childrenôs section, but 
donôt be deceived. It is for the 
young and the not-so-young 
alike. Lying, cheating, thieving 
Imogene Herdman, with her 
ratty hair, dirty face, and skin-
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ñYou give but 

little when you 

give of your 

possessions. It 

is when you 

give of yourself 

that you truly 

give.ò Khalil 

Gibran, The 

Prophet . 

http://www.imdb.com/rg/action-box-title/primary-photo/media/rm505323264/tt0075988


The IIE English Program 

would like to remind its stu-

dents that this coming win-

ter, there are a number of 

special classes on offer, in 

addition to our exisiting 

schedule of  general English 

courses, TOEFL-preparation, 

and Advanced Oral Expres-

sion.  

Check out the following op-

tions, and contact the English 

department at eng-

dept@iie.es, or give us a call 

at 91 319 81 84, for more in-

formation:  

American Cinema : (High - 

intermediate and above)  

A trimester-long study of the 

American film  tradition and 

its conventions, and includes 

screenings and discussions of 

specific films. 

Communication for    

Professionals : (High -

intermediate and above)  

For students interested in perfec-

ting their public speaking and pre-

sentation skills. 

ECPE Prep (Michigan): 

(Proficiency level) 

For students interested in prepa-

ring the Michigan Proficiency ex-

am. This course will begin in late 

January and run through the 

month of May in preparation for 

the June 2009 exam date. 

¶ In Tchaikovsky's ballet, 
"The Nutcracker," who is the 
nutcracker's enemy? 
a) Clara; b) the King of the 
Mice; c) the Sugar Plum 
Fairy; d) Tony the Tiger 
 

¶What is a Shamash? 
a) an Indian talisman; b) a candle; c) an 
ingredient in fruit cake; d) the bell on an 
elfôs slipper 
 

¶Which one of these names does not be-
long to one of Santaôs reindeer? 
a) Cupid; b) Trixie; c) Prancer; d) Dasher 
 

¶Beware! If you are 
caught standing under 
mistletoe, you might get: 
a)  slapped; b) kissed;  
c) promoted; d) squashed 
 

¶What is eggnog? 
a) a dye; b) a drink; c) an elf; d) a  mouse 

¶ What American ethnic group celebra-
tes Kwanza? a) Chinese-Americans; b) 
African-Americans; c) Mormons;  

   d) Welsh coalminers 
 

¶ What item in It's a 
Wonderful Life is 
always broken in 
George's house ?  
a) door knob; b) ba-
nister; c) plunger; d) 
remote control 
 

¶ Which well-known fantasy author also 
wrote The Father Christmas Letters ? 

a) J. K. Rowling; b) J.R.R. Tolkien; c) 
Winnie the Pooh; d) C.S. Lewis 
 

¶ What celebration is also known as 
ñthe Festival of Lights?ò  

a) Christmas; b) Hanukkah; 
c) April Foolôs Day;  
d) Holi 

¶What starts on the 25th day of Kis-
lev? 
a) Ramadan; b) Hanukkah; c) Lent; d) 
Groundhog season 
 

¶What form does the Raven assume in 
the Native American Raven Pageant? 
a) a fox; b) a spruce needle; c) dande-
lion fluff; d) a platypus 
 

¶How many days are there in the 
Twelve Days of Christmas?  
a) 7; b) 12; c) 463; d) 8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Answers: If you answered B to all of the 
above, then you got them all right!  

Special course offerings for Winter 2008  

Holiday Trivia from Around the World  

Favorite movies about         

teaching : Stand and Deliver 

and Renaissance Man 

Why I Teach : Officially , I first 

became a teacher as part of my 

graduate  studies at the Univer-

sity of Pennsylvania, but as the 

older sister of two siblings, I 

think I more or less  grew up 

wanting to have ñthe answersò 

and wanting to share them with 

others.  

Teaching Philosophy:  

I believe that if I can motivate 

students effectively enough, 

theyôll learn to see me as more 

or less secondary to their       

learning expe-

rience. Tea-

chers canôt 

ñgiveò know-

ledge, but 

they can help 

guide stu-

dents as they  aquire it. 

Beyond the classroom:  

I became a ñmommyò 18 

months ago. These days Iôm a 

full-time teacher even once I 

get home!   

But when I have time, I like 

to read novels, dance salsa, 

write, take Pilates classes, 

and play lacrosse.  

Faculty Focus: Carmen Milagros Higgins  
Birthplace : Mount Holly, NJ  

In Spain :  since 2003 

Courses at the IIE :  

TOEFL, Juniors, and all gene-

ral classes (Basic - Proficiency ) 

Courses elsewhere :  

American Literature, English 

composition, Freshman            

Experience 

Best teaching experience :  

Teaching English and study 

skills to Latino (Dominican, 

Puerto Rican, and Costa Rican) 

children in  Amsterdam, New 

York (2002-03) 
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One of the newly  

adopted texts for AOE  

òWhen I first got to 

Madrid, I told 

everyone I was 

from New York ðno 

one seemed to 

know where Jersey 

was! The Sopranos  

and House have 

changed all thatéò  
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ACROSS 

  2  Past participle of "comer" 

  3  Director of "Gladiator" (2) 

  6  Name of best-looking prof at the Institute (2) 

  8  Plural of computer mouse 

  9  Woody Allen's ex (2) 

10  Singing trio, "Peter, Paul, and ____" 

12 Book series for Upper-Intermediate and  

 Advanced 

14  Book series for Basic through Intermediate 
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www.CrosswordWeaver.com

IIE EP Crossword Puzzle  

15  Plural of mouse 

16  "The Godfather" (young) (2) 

17  "New York, New York" singer 

(2) 

18  Superman's alias (2) 

20  "Ask not what your country can 

do..." president (initials) 

21  "That's the way the ___        

crumbles" 

22  Capital of New York 

 

DOWN 

  1  President-elect of USA (2) 

  4  Advanced Oral __________ 

  5  Capital of Canada 

  7  Author of "The New York    

Trilogy" (2) 

  8  "The Godfather" (old) (2) 

11  IIE is on ____________ Street

(2) 

13  American coffee franchise 

14  "It's a ________ Life" 

18  Gifts for bad children 

19  "Singing in the _______" 

Telephone: 91 319 8184 

Fax: 91 310 09 64 

Email: engdept@iie.es 

Director of Studies : Carmen Milagros Higgins 

 Email: chiggins@iie.es 

Director of Marketing and Public Relations : Mary Barker  

 Email: mbarker@iie.es 


